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this being amply suificicut to meet interest,
sinking fund and other charges in connee-
tion with the old schewe. Prior to the com-
wmencement of the construction of the new
works the board gave to the AMinister a defi-
nite undertaking that they would, when the
scheme was completed, take it over and levy
ithe maximum rate of Js. in the pound, it
being necessary to do this so as to meei
extra charges involved. When the Minister
visited Wagin and oflicially handed over the
new secheme, the board again voiced their in-
tention to levy the high rate. But a ques-
tion arose as to whether thix could legally be
done. The Solicitor (General at fir-t advised
that it might be done, but there was an ele-
ment of doubt. That being so, the Solicitor
Cleneral was requested to draft a Bill whieh
would make it possible for the Wagin board
to levy a supplemental rate as from the 1st
November, 1928, and incidentally it gives {o
all other wuter hoards the same authority.
T am advised by the Minister that so far as
he knows there is in Western Australia no
other water board in a position similar to
that of the Wagin board, At a meeting of
the board held on the 27th July the supple-
mental rate wa< struek and at the spine time
the Loard asked the Government that legis-
lation he introduced tn lezalise their action.
I move—
That the Bill be now read u second time,

Un motion by Hon. A, Lovekin, debate

adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT-—SPECIAL.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Lion. J. M.
Drew—tentral) [4+56]: [ move -

That the Hou~e at its rising
Tucsday the Anl September,

adjooru till

(nestion pul and passed.

House adjouried at 457 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.3¢
pm., and read prayers.

QUESTION—MAIN ROADS, STATE
CONTRIBUTIONS.

Charges to Local Authorities.

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Minister for
Works: 1, What amount has the State con-
tributed on the basis of 13s. in the £ to-
wards the making of main roads, apart
from developmental roads, under the Fed-
eral Aid Roads Agreement for the past
three years? 32, What amounts were con-
tributed from revenue under the Federal
Aid Roads Agreement for the years 1926-
27, 1927-28, 1928-29% 3, What amounts
were charged by the Main Roads Board to
the local governing bedies under the Main
Hoads Act, for the years 1926-27, 1927-28,
1928-20¢

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, £204,158. 2, 1926-1927, £23,096; 1927-
1928, £13.345; 1928-1920, £20,333. 3, 1926-
1027, £4,702; 1927-1928, £7.449: 1928-1929,
assessment not due. No payments have hieen
received to date.

QUESTION—FREMANTLE HARBOUR,
REPORT.

Mr. SLEEMAXN ussked the Minister for
Works: 1, Has he received the report of
Mr. Rustat Blake on the Fremantle Har-
honr Scheme? 2, Tf so, when will it be
available to the House? 3. If not, when
does he expeet to receive the report?

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS replied:
Tle report wu- presented to Parliament
vesterday.
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QUESTION—AFPLE EXPORTS,
INSPECTION.

Mr, SAMPSON asked the Minister for
Aericulture: 1. Is he aware that grave com-
plaints are being made by Eastern States
buvers of Western Australian apples? 2,
Is the inspeetion of fruit sent to Melbourne,
Sydney, ete.,, carried out with the same
eare as with shipments for overseas? 3,
In view of the importance of the Eastern
States markets, will he take steps to as-
certain the position and advise as to the
method and responsibility of inspection®

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1, Yes. 2, No: as at the present
time there is no .\Act under which inspee-
tion can be insisted on, but it is proposed
to introduee during the coming session a
Topping and Grading Bili, which will pro-
vide for the inspection of fruii shipped to
the Fastern States. 3, Answered hv Ne.
2.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY, PRESENTATION.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 desire to inform the
House that, accompanied by the member
for Forrest (Miss Holman), I waited upon
His Excellency the (Fovernor and presented
the \Address-in-reply, to which His Excel-
lency has been pleased to deliver the fol-
lowing message to the Assemblyv:—

Alr. Speaker and AMembers of the Legisla-
tive Assembly, T thank you for your expres-
sions of loyalty to His Most Gracious Majesty
the King and for your Address-in-reply tn the
8pecch  with which I opened Parliament
{Spd.) W. R. Campion, Governor.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr, North. leave of ab-
sence for two weeks granted to the member
for Mt. Margaret (Hon. (+. Taylor} on the
ground of ill-health.

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.

1, Agrieultural
Amendment.

T.ands  Purehase et

2, Divorce Act Amendment.
Transmitted to the Legislative Couneil.

BILL—LAND AGENTS.
Report of Committee adopted.
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BILL—ROADS CLOSURE.
second Reuding.
THE MINISTER FOR LANDS 'Hop.

AL F. Trov—21[t. Magnet) [4.40] in woving
the second reading said: This is a small
Bill of a type that is usually introduced
from time to time.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell:
copy of only one plan.

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: I have
a copy of the other plan and T will make
it available to hon. members. The first
road dealt with is Broome-st, Yori, Tt
was orizinally set out as shown in hrown
on the litho and traeing that T have here
for members to peruse. TIn order to
straighten it, portion of the railway ve-
serve was added to the street, as shown in
red. The triangular portion on the oppo-
site side, as shown in blue, is not required
as a street and the York Municipal Coun-
¢il slate it is of no use to anvone but the
York Flour Milling Company, whose pre-
mises adjoin.  The departmental officers
have no abjection to this pait of the street
heing closed so that the land may be dis-
posed of. Clanse 3 of the PBill deals with
a Bunbaory matter. The Bunbory Muni-
cipal Conneil desire to evet s wunicipal
power house in the position indicated on
the litho, and partly on a disused portion
of James-street. As a matter of fact, the
power house is now in eourse of ereetion.
The ¢ouncil propose to divert the street ap-
proximately ag shown throngh the muni-
cipal endowment land adjoining. There is
no departmental objection to the closure
of that portion of the street that is shown
in blue on the lithe, I move—

There is a

That the Bill he now read a second time.

O)n motion by Hon. Sir James Mitchell,
debate adjourned.

BILL—FPUBLIC BUILDINGS.
In Committee,

AMr. Lutey in the Chair; The MMinister
for Works in charge of the Bill.

Clanse 1—Short title and eommencement :

Mr. LATHAM: T move an amendment—

That the following words be added:— ‘and
shall apply only to the metropolitan area.’’
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Zawet might 1 expressed the opinion thut
we should limit the seope of the Bill to
the metropolitan area and I wish to test
the teeling of the Committee on the point.

Auendment put and a division taken with
the Joillowing result:—
Ayes .. . . o1

Noes .. . .. .. 23
Majorvity agaiust .. R
ATES.

Mr. Angelo | Sir James Mitchell

Mr. Brown I Mr, Sempson

Alr, Doney Mr. J. H. Bmith

Mr. Ferguson Mr. Stubbs

Mr. Lathem | Mr. North

Mr. Lindeay : {Teller)

Noee.

Mr. Chesson Mr. McCalium

Mr. Collier Mr. Milllngton

Mr. Corboy Mr. Munsie

Mr. Coverley Mr. Paotom

Mr. Cowan Mr. Richardson

Mr. Cunninghsm Mr, Itowe

Mieg Holman . Mr. Bleeman

Mr. Kenneally Mr. Troy

Mr. Kennedy Mr. A. Wansbrough

Mr., Lamond Mr. Willcock

Mr. Mann Mr, Wiison

Mr, Marshall (Taller.}

Amendment thns negatived.
Clanse put and passed,
Clause 2—Interpretation :

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: “Mini--
ter” is defined as ‘Minister for Works.™
Tt may not be convenient for bim to aet
at all times, and it is usual in such meas
ures to provide that ‘‘Jlinister’ means the
Minister in charge of the administration of
the Art,

The Minister for Warks: I anvope else
were arting, it wounld apply to him.

Mr. SAMPSOX: T move an amendment—

Tha+ after ‘“building,’’ in line 2 of the de-
finition of ‘“public building,’? the words ‘‘ex-
cepting those deseribed as ‘B,’ '(,” and ‘D,’
in the first and second schedules,'’ be inserted.

I 2 anxious to have exempted halls,
schiool and other buildings in the counfry
that are publicly owned and net carried on
for orivate profit. At a later stage I pro-
Po<e to move to strike out the latier por-
tion of the paragraph. Public buildings
included in the three grades are those which
do not come in Grade “A,” which relates
tu theatre< or other public buildings spe-
ciallz eanstructed for stage plays or cine-
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matograph or other picture shbows. 1 wish
to vhviate the possibility of a license fee
being demanded each year in respect of
comparatively small buildings which alveadiy
are inspected hy the losal inspector of
health,

Hon. Siv JAMES MITCHELL: The Ma-
ister should vonsider the awendment. We
prapose to confrel public buildings and to
eolleet cousidevable fees aunually. Every
sort of huilding that cau be used, whether
for a race weeting, ericket or foothall mateh
or gawbling saloon, will he included.

The Minister for Mines: Have you ever
seen a football mateh played in a hall?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The de-
finition will apply te grandstands, plat-
forms, temporary struetures or any eanclos-
ure.  The Minister for Mines should study
the Bill

The Minister for Mines: Do not yon
think a grandstand shoull be inspeeted?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Grand-
stands will be inspested, but the measure
provides for an annual license fee. If a
grandstand will hold 1,000 people, it will
linve to be wot nnly inspected but licensed,
and the annual fee will be £10. TUnder the
elanse, all the small halls throughout the
conntry aml cvery grandstand or pavilion
froan which the public may view any sort
of smusement will have to pay an annual
lirense fee.

Mr., BROWN: In my distriet, which 19
tvpical of others in the country, many small
buildings have bheen erected for the cop-
venience of the people, who at the time
of their ereetion had very little money.
These struetures are used for church or
political purposes, or for social gatherings.
I am sure the Government Architeet would
nof grant a certificate for them becanse they
do not come np to the standard, but 1t
would be hard upon the loecal residents if
they were not permitted to nse the build-
ings, T am sorry the Minister will not re-
strict the operations of the Bill to munici-
palities only.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
amendment is an attempt to gain an end
to which the Committee has just expressed
its opposition. The real objeet behind it
is in restrict the Bill o the metropolis. Tt
i<~ more necessary to have inspeetions of
eountry buildings than of metropolitan
buildings. The latter are more substantial
and come more frequently under the eyva
of the offeials, loreover, the people in
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Perth would soon complain if they had any
reason to do so, whereas in the eountry that
would not be so likely to occur. Buildings
in the country are constructed mainly of
wood, and therefore are more likely to eatch
fire. Many of them are also in a bad state
of repair. All the buildings that have been
crected in the last two years have beeu
passed by the Public Works Department,
and therefore come up to the required stan-
dard. The fee for country structures will
be only a nominal one. Not one of these
community balls will be charged more than
£l. 1t is not worth while writing out a
receipt for a lower sum than that. The
Amhassadors, the Capitol, His Majesty's
and other theatres will be charged up to
£20 a year. We do not say that the insper-
tions will pay us, or that the fees pooled
together will do more than cover the cost.
The member for Swan is not satisfled to
make the metropolis pay for the country,
as it would do under the Bill, but he ob-
jects to a fee of £1 for country halls, Qurs
is the only Siste in which fees of this kind
are not charged, and they will not be nearly
as high as those im} osed in the other States.
The fees bave been kept low so that the
owners of the halls will not pass on the
cxtra ¢harge. The buildings in many coun-
try towns will accommodate a large number
of people. It cannot be contended that
these should not be inspected. We have so
far avoided loss of life through fires in
bnildings of this kind, and we should en-
deavour to keep our record clear in that
respect.

Mr. Latham: All your inspections will
not stop a fire.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No, but
we can take precautions to see that if there
is a fire people have & chance to get safely
out of the building. All the other con li-
tions contained in the Bill are already n
operation. The only new thing is the
license. I cannot accept the amendment.

Mr, SAMPSON: No one objects to build-
ings being inspected.

The Minister for Mines: That is already
heing done from the health point of view.

Mr. SAMPSON: Yes, and there is no jus-
tification, therefore, for the imposition of
fees, however small. Considerable expendi-
1ure will be involved in inspeetors travelling
all over the State to look at small halls,
What could happen in a hall, say, at Bar-
ton’s Mill or Sawyer's Valley that counld be
prevented by the visit of an inspector? The
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Bill will apply also to mission halls that are
used for various purposes. I hope the
amendm.nt will be carried.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
Minister said the provision applied only
to community halls.

The Minister for Works: No.

The Minister for Health: The Minister
for Works mentioned the community halls
spoken of by your friends.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: There
will be an annual fee. The Bill seeks to
impose a considerable annual payment on
many halls throughout the Siate. Halls in
the country will not be inspected by a pro-
per builder or architect each year, nor ig
that necessary. The highest fee under the
Bill will not be £1. That fee will he
charged in respeet of a building used for
public meetings and not seating more than
500 people. Beyond that eapacity fees will
be considerably higher. Thus the measure
will work hardship. In the country more
people will often be found in a hall than the
number for which it is licensed. We
endeavour to make the public believe that
we are caring for them, but we do nothing
of the sort. There i3 already an Aect safe-
guarding the people as regards publie
buildings. The Bill propuses to extend the
powers contained in that Aet.

Mr. Kenneally: There should be protee-
tion for the lives of the people.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
Minister for Health is surrendering powars
—which are sufficient—to the Minister for
Works, who considers them insufficient and
therefore proposes the present measure.
The only result will be the appointment of
a few more officials, whom the people can
ill-afford to pay. There is also the pros-
pect of the construction of wunnecessary
works being entailed. If a hall is licensed
for 150 people, someone will have to see
that not more than 150 sre in it at one
time. I support the amendment.

Mr. LATHAM: The clause should in-
clude schools. Some of the schools built by
the Public Works Department do not com-
ply with its requirements.

The Minister for Works: Every school in
the State will be inspeected and passed wnder
this claunse.

Mr. LATHAM: That is not the case at
preseni. There is also overcrowding in the
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schools. Let us set our own house in order
before dictating to others, It is suggested
that the fee need not be considered; but
nrowadays it is almost impossible to make
ends meet in regard to halls, what with the
cuts taken by the Minister for Health and
the Federal Government. For my district
alone the fees under the Bill will amount
to £200 a year. An annual inspection fee
is ont of gll reason. If the Minister does
not accept the amendment, I shall move for
an inspection every three years instead of
annually.

Mr. Davy: The measure does not say that
the Government shall make an annual in-
spection, and so they will be collecting fees
for nothing.

Mr, LATHAM: The only result of pass-
ing the measure will be to harass the people.
Out back halls are built and maintained as
the result of great sacrifices, and the Minis-
ter should show more consideration for the
people concerned. The Bill might be de-
seribed as one to raise £2,000 additional
revenue annually. I have never heard of
any complaints regarding halls In country
districts. If the elanse passes, entertain-
ments will be held in unlicensed halls. We
should not place on the statute-book a law
of this kind which the people will fee]
tempted to break,

Mr. SAMPSON: The Minister knows
that in most instances in which the Gov-
ernment have advanced money to help in
the provision of halls in country disiriets,
the people have great diffiendty in providing
the funds necvessary to make repayments. I
hope the Minister will agree to the deletion
of the tax.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result :—

Ayes 15
Noes 23
Majority against 8
ATES.
Mr. Angelo i Mr. Maley
Mr. Brown Bir James Miteheld
Mr, Dary Mr. Richardson
Mr. Doney Mr. Sampwon
Mr. Ferguson Mr, J. H. Bmith
Mr, Griftiths Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Latham Mr. North
Mr, Lindsay {Teller,)
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Naons.

Mr. Chesson | Alr. MeCallum
r. Collier | Mr. Millington
Mr. Corboy Mr. Munpale
Mr. Coverley AMr. Panton
Mr, Cowan i Mr, Rowe
Mr, Cunningham Mr. Sleetnan
Miss Holman ! Mr. Troy
Mr. Kenzeally i Mr, A. Wansbrough
Mr, Keanedy , Mr. Wlllcock
Mr. Lambert AMr. Withere

Wllisoa

3r, Lamond l Mr,

My, Marshall (Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived.

Hon. Sivr JAMES MITCHELL: Wil
the definition of “public meeting” apply to
a political meeting held in a private housef

The Minister for Works: First of all, the
building where the meeting is held must be
a public hall. Can you imagine a pubiie
meeting being held in a privaie house?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Such
meeting are very often held in private
houses in the country distriets. Then again
public meetings are held in hotels. Will
the owners of such hotels and private dwel-
lings commit an offence under this legisla-
tion if fees are not paid?

The Minister for Works: No, only publie
buildings will have to be licensed.

Mr. Davy: But under the definition of
“publi¢ building,” the Minister will see that
it refers to any building where a publie
meeting is held.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Of
course, I do not think the Minister intends
to apply the legislation in that direction,
but we bave (o realise that possihility.

The Minister for Works: The New South
Wales Act has been in foree for 20 years
and it has a similar provision.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That
does not affect the point I make.

Mr. Corboy: But you do not really con-
sider that in the administration of the Aet,
anything of the sort you suggest would
happen?! You do not suggest the Minister
would interfere with meetings in private
dwellings?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
point is that if the definition be agreed to,
the legislation eould be applied as I suggest.
Someone might get busy during the forth--
coming election campaign.

The Minister for Works: If you think
there is any fear of the home of a private
individual being affected, you can move an:
amendment.
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Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I move
an amendment—
That at the end of the definition of ‘‘public

meeting,’” the words ‘‘or any assemblage in
a private dwelling’’ be inserted.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. LATHAM: I move an amendment—

That at the end of the definition of
"<gehool,’? the words ‘‘and shall include Gov-
ernment schools?’ be imscrted.

1f we agree to the amendment, the depart-
mental officials will have sufficient work
ahead to keep them busy in putting the
schools in the metropolitan area in order,
to prevent them from troubling about the
vountry area.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The Govern-
ment will not punish themselves!

Mr. LATHAM: DProbably they will not.
The school in James-street is an absolute
disgrace owing to overecrowding and general
inconvenienees.

The Minister for Works interjected.

Mr. LATHARM: If is so, and there is an-
other school in Newecastle-street and another
at Vietoria Park to which the same remark
ean be applied.

Mr. SAMPSON: The amendment is de-
sirable. Tn one school the ceiling is within
7 feet of the floor. The only ventilation is

that provided by doors and windows. I will

support the amendment.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I think
the hon. member is inclined to be facetious
when be moves an amendment such as this.
He wants to see the Minister for Works
take aetion against his own department.

Mr. Latham: I wani to see you set an
example to others.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Every
Government school now complies with the
Bill. The Bill will cover all schools. There
is no exemption for Governmen{ schools
As I say, they already comply with all the
conditions.

Mr. Latham: There is no annual inspee-
tion of Government schools.

-The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There
are periodical inspections, I cannot con-
ceive that the amendment is seriously meant.

Mr, LATHAM: If, as the Minister says,
the Government schools comply with the
conditions in the Bill, then I say many of
the agricultural halls also eomply, and there-
fore there is no necessity to charge an an-
nual fee for licenses.
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Mr. DAVY: This would look like one law
for the Government and another for private
persous. Daily we have the spectacle of
diiferential treatment of trams and motor
buses. If one rides in a tram he is half
smothered amongst the other passengers and
has no chance of getting a seat, but if he
rides in a motor bus and stands up, the pro-
prietors of the service are prosecuted for
overcrowding.

The Minister for Aines: I have ridden in
overcrowded buses twiee this week.

Mr. DAVY: About once a fortnight
owners of motor buses are prosecuted for
overcrowding. So it is by no means unusual
to find the Government enforcing one law
for their subjects and quite a different one
for their own activities. Even if it were a

_fact that the amendment means that the

Minister wounld have to prosecute himself,
it is not suggested thet he would initiate
the prosecntion.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause as previously amended put and
passed.

Clanse 3.—Application of this Part:

Mr. DAVY: Subelause 1 provides that
the Governor may by proclamation apply
this part of the Aet to any publie buildings
named in the proclamation. That looks as
if the proclamation may say, for instance,
that this part is to apply to Hoyt's theatre
or to the Prince of Wales theatre, That
does not scem to me to be quite proper. The
law shounld deal with classes of things, not
with individual things. Perbaps it is the
intention of the Minister to put this into
operation against classes of buildings. I
suggest we add "o such classes of publie
huildings ag may be named in the proclama-
tion.”

The Minister for Works: That is the idea.

Mr. DAVY: The clause does not say so.
I move an amendment—

That in line 2 of Subclause 1 ‘‘any’’ be de-

leted, and ‘‘such elasses of’' be inserted in
lieuw.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. LATHAM: I should be glad if the
Minister would tell us whether it is intended
to restriet the application of the Bill to eer-
tain localities, or whether it is proposed to
make it State-wide. It looks as thoungh the
Minister might put the Act into foree only
in certain parts of the State.
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The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: The idea
is that we should proceed gradually, that we
procluim it first of all to eover theatres and
picture shows in the metropolis, and thea
to the same type of building outside the
metropolis, Subsequently, as the machinery
got iuto working order, we would proceed
to deal with smaller halls. We would not
attempt to deal with all at once. That was
the iden. That is why I accepted the amend-
ment just now.

Mr, CORBUY:

That in line 1 of puragraph (a) of Sub-
clavse 3 ‘'‘cxclugively’’ be struck out, and
‘‘principally’’ inserted in lieu.

I think I have the Minister’s assurance that
“principally” will be interprefed to mean
that a building erected for the holding of
public worship on the Sabbath will be re-
garded as a building used principally for
that purpo-e, notwithstanding that on sev-
eral nights during the week it may be used
for other purposes.

I move an amendment—

Amendment put and passed.

Mr., BAMPSON:
ment—

That ihe following be added to stand as
paragraph (d):—‘'To any bailding publiely
owned and used otherwise than for private
profit.”’

Mr. KENNEALLY : The amendment
suggests that when a building is used for
other than private profit the lives of the
people who enter it are not to be eonsidered.
That is the big point to be determined when
voling for or against the amendment. If it
is essential to wee that the lives of the people
are properly protected, I do not think the
question wlether or not the building is pri-
vately or publiely owned should enter,

Mr. Davy: Or even whether or not it is
a church.

Mr. KENNEALLY: I am with the hon.
member there. If a building is used for
people to congregate in, there should be
some systern by which we provide that at
has the hall-mark of safety upon it. The
people should have some guarantee under
legislation that the building is safe for them
to go inte. T hope the amendment will not
be agreed to.

Mr. SAMPSON: The buildings I refer to
are inspected by a representative of the
loeal nuthority. TFurther, this part of tne
Bill re'stes to the lirensing of public build-
ings. A fee may be charged, when the plans

I move an amend-
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are submiited to the depariment, bui it s
surely ubreasonable that a license iee
shuuld be charged each year thereaiter Yur
u swall building where there is no pussi-
bility of injury through a balcony or secoud
flovr collapsing. There could be no danger
such as would exist in a laige paolic hall,
because many of the buildings that would
be exempted are only 30 x JUit. or 30 x HU
ft., constructed of jarrah, unlined, and uu-
veiled, Though exempted under this elause,
they would still be subject to inspection.

Mr. DAVY: The member for East Perth
bas raised a sound point. I cannot imagiue
the drattrman intending to safeguard peo-
ple attending a picture hall and not those
attending a church.

Mr. Latham: There is not the danger
with a church that there is with a cinemato-
graph hall,

Mr, DAVY: What about schools?

AMr. Latham: We should not reguirve
thern to be licensed.

Mr. DAVY: But Part II. of the Bili
deals with overerowding and with persons
sitting or standing in public gangways.

Mr. Panton: I do not think churches are
troubled with overerowding.

Mr. DAVY': In some places they are,
Prohibition of standing in public gangways
would be to prevent the exits becoming
blocked in the event of fire, and that is as

" important in a church as anywhere else.

The Minister for Works: Churches wonld
be subjeet to that provision.

Mr. DAVY: But Part IL of the Bill deals
with that prohibition.

The Minister for Works: All of then
will he suhjeet to Part IV, of the Bill,

Mr. DAVY: That deals with the speri-
firations to he eomplied with before a build-
ing is eonstructed or extended, but there is
no prohibition agzainst people standing in
gangways, except under Part IL.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There
is no intention of charging churches a license
fee annually, but it is intended that thew
shall he subject to all the safety regulations.

Mr. Davy: I do not think you have
nehieved that, You have also exempted
them from the regnlation dealing with over-
erowding,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:  The
lives of people who conpregate in churches,
schools, nniversities, and ecolleges should be
protected as much as the lives of people
who attend theatres and picture shows. T
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shall consider the puint raised by the mem-
ber for West Perth. The member for Swan
is merely trying to gain the point at which
he simed from the outset. He is really op-
posed to ihe principle of the measure,

Mr. Latham: XNo, he is trying to protect
the small halls.

My. SAMPSON: Since my smendment
is not inconsistent with the balance of the
subelanse, the Minister might allow it to be
inserted so that it will receive further cou-
sideration.

Mr. Kenneally: I prefer to turn it down
and, if it is necessary, it can be inserted
later.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause, as previously amended, put and
passed.

Clause 4—Grades of public buildings:

Mr. SAMPSON: I have already endeav-
oured to get this principle amended. Per-
haps at a later stage it might be more ef-
fectively urged that the schedule should be
altered.

Clanse put and passed.
Clauses 5 to 7—agreed fo.

Clause S—Buildings erected or completed
after eommencement of Act:

Mr. SAMPSON: Where a building was
erected prior to the commencement of the
measure and not in accordance with ils pro-
visions, would there be any right of appeal
if the Minister refused a license?

The Minister for Works: That relates to
Clause 7 which has already been passed.

Mr. SAMPSON: Authorities might differ
as to a building erected. 1In the event nf a
dispute, perhaps it eould be referred to the
Architects’ Association or Builders’ Associa-
tion.

Mr. Latham: But like all professional
men, they disagree.

Mr. SAMPSON: Otherwise it might Le
impossible to utilise a large huilding simply
beczuse of an issue on whieh there was
room for a difference of opinion,

Thr MTNISTER FOR WORKS: It is
impossible for such a situation to arise. For
the past two years the plans of every public
building erected in the State have been ap-
proved by the Works Depariment and they
comply with this measure,
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Mr. Latham: Why has the clanse been
ingerted ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It has
been copied from another State. The pro-
vision could only apply to a building that
had been in lhe course of coustruction for
more than two years, and I do not know
of any.

Clause put and passed.
Clanse O—agreed to

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m,

Clause 10—Issue and duration of license:
My, LATHAM: T move an amendment—

That in line 4 ‘‘one’’ be strock out, and
‘three’’ inserted in lieu.

Some members oppusite have agreed it is
unfair to ask that a license fee shall be paid
every year. Some longer perind than one
year should be provided for.

The MINISTER WOR WORKS&: home
people make a habit of altering buildings
by blocking gangways, putting in purtition-,
and doing all manner of other thines with-
out rezard for the law., If there are to
be no inspections for three yeurs, anything
that is structurally bad will remain n that
condition wniil ii Is wspested by the officer
concerned. Ap anuual license is z weans
of enforcing the law.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: It ean be eun-
celled at any time if there is anything wrong.

The MINISTER FOB WORKS: Wa
want the right to issue the license annually
in all cases where people have to submit to
the control of the law. This amendment is
another effort to reduce the fees. I will
undertake thnt if it is found that the in-
come from the Aet is greuter than is re-
ynired to administer it, I will bring down
amending legislation to reduce the charges
This is not a taxing maechine.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: It is a damned
nuisance anyway.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
fees set out in the Bill will be only suffi-
cient to meet the eost of administration.

Mr. LATHAM: It wonld not be possible
for the officers to inspeet all small hails
every year.

The Minister for Works: All the buildings
will not be visited in the first year.

Mr. LATHAM : The amendment will
mean that the Minister ean make annual in-
spections if he so desires. The clanse pro-



494

vides only for the granting of a license for
a tarm nof exceeding a certain period.
Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following resnlt:—
Ayes ..
Noes .. . . .

.- an K3

ol BE&

Majority against

AYRS.

Mr, Angelo Sir James Mitehell

Mr. Brown Mr. Richardson

Mr. Davy Mr, Sampson

Mr. Doney Mr. J. H. Bmith

Mr. Ferguson Mr. J. M. Smith

Mr. Grifiithe Mr, Stubbs

Mr, Latham Mr. Nornb

Mr. Lindsay (Teller.)
Noes,

Mr. Chesson AMr, Millington

Mr. Colliar Mr. Muneie

Mr. Coverley Mr. Panton

Mr, Cowan Mr, Rowe

Mr. Cunnipgbsm Mr. Sleeman

Mr. Kenpeally Mr, Wlllcock

Mr. Lamond My, Witbers

Mr. Marghall Mr. Wilson

Mr. McCallom H (Teller.)

Amendment thus regatived.
Clause put and passed.

Clauses 11 to 13—agreed to.
Clause 14—Fees for licenses:

Mr. SAMPSON: I move an amendment—

That in Subelause (1) the worda ‘‘or re-
newal®’ be struck out.

Since the plans of all buildings must be
submitted to the Works Department, therc
is no justifieation for requiring the annual
renewal of a license. Most of the big
theatres in Perth will pay a license fee
of £20 a year. This may bhe all right for
them, bui it is unfair to ask suburban
theatres {o pay at the same rate. Many of
the suburban halls may be capable of seat-
ing a thonsand people hut are generally
only 25 per cent. full. They are not pay-
ing their way, and the burden it is proposed
to place upon them is an unreasonable one.
Tf they did make profits the Government
wonld henefit through the income tax that
would be paid. In all the circumstances
there is no justification for an annual fee.
No alerations or repairs can be effected to
any building without the appreval of the
building surveyer or the local authority.
The' affeet of the annual fee on small halls
would be vexatious. The Rill really proposes

[ASSEMBI.Y.]

taxation of a special class. I hope the Min-
ister will accept the amendment. Alterations
and repairs can now be insisted upon by the
Health authorities.

Mr. STUBBS: I suppert the amendment.
Why should the Miunister desire to place a
heavy burden on scores of people outback
who do not attend a pietwre show once in
two months? Outback halls are mainiy used
for dances and concerts, and should carry
no burden beyond the entertainment tax.

Mr. RICHARDSON : In view of the fact
that sufficient distinction is not made, I, too,
support the amendment. In my distriet
there are three picture halls, each with seat-
ing accommodation for 750 people. One of
these runs three nights, and another two
nights, per week. An annual license fee of
£20 is too heavy for such undertukings.

Mr. SAMPSON: When a somewhat simj-
lar measure was before the Fouse in 1921,
Mr. Angwin said there was no necessity for
inspections, because every road hoard,
health board and loeal euthority had a quali-
fied inspector, and thus it was a waste of
money for the Government fo send out
officials to make inspections. Mr. Angwin
complained that the full charge for the
original inspeection wounld not satisfy the
then Government. He also objected to a
fee of £10 for the mere annual registration,
and to a fee for inspection of electrieal
appliances. Further, Mr. Angwin said that
inspection fees helonged to the loecal auth-
orities, and not to the Government. On the
same Bill I pointed out that in smasll
centres of population the upkeep of a ball
represented a heavy expense, and that in-
spection, if required in such cases, could
be done by the local aunthority for a small
fee.

Mr. LINDSAY: The amendment has my
support, especially in view of Mr. Angwin’s
able speech. The annual fee would mean
a payment of £10 for inspeetion hy many
halls in my electorate having seating aceom-
medoation for between 500 and 750, Many
of these halls would have to pay that annnal
license fee although the charge for hire of
the hall was only £2 or £3 per night and
the hall was used on only one night per
week. If there were any obstruction within
three years there would be that obstruetion
within 12 months, and inspectors could not
be present all the time. Any additions that
were made would bave to be in acesrdance
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with the building regulations of the local
governing body., I cannot understand why
the Minister has introduced the Bilt at all.
There is no necessity for it from the stand-
point of the country disiricts.

Mr. LATHAM: A sufficiently strong case
has been made out in support of the con-
tentions of the member for Swan, I can
understand a charge being levied for the
inspection of plans and specifications, but
I cannot understand why a renewal fee
should be imposed. I think the Minister
should give some consideration to this point
and meet the wishes of the country mem-
bers.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 8.5 p.an.

Aegislative HRssembly,

Tucaday, 27 th lngust, 1029,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—LAND ACT, RESIDENTIAL
CONDITIONS.

Mr. LATHAM asked the MMinister for
Lands: 1, Have the residential conditions
under Section 68 of the Land Act been
altered? 2, If so, under what authority?
3, If by regulations, when will they be
tabled ?
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The MINISTER FOR RAILIWAYS (for
the Minister for Lands) replied: 1, Yes.
2, Section 25 of the Land Act, 1898 3,
Answered by No. 2.

QUESTION—LICENSING BENCH,

Mr. MANN asked the Premier: The term
of appointment of the Licensing Bench hav-
ing expirved on 13th inst., what is ‘the in-
tention of the Government with regard to
the position?

The PREMIER replied: The term of ap-
pointment of the Licensing Bench has been
extended until the 31st day of December,
1929.

QUESTION—STATE SAWMILLS,
FIREWOOD,

Mr. CORBOY asked the Minister for
Trading Concerns: 1, Has any arrange-
ment or agreement been entered into
whereby the whole or the major part of the
production of firewood from State Sawmills
will be sold o one firm? 2, Is any such
arrangement or agreement under consid-
eration?

The MINISTER FOR TRADING CON.
CERXNS replied: 1, No, 2, No.

BILLS (4)—FIRST READING.
1, Electoral Provinces.
2, State Savings Bank Act Amendment,
3, Fair Rents.
4, Agrieultural Produets.

BILL—LAND AGENTS.

Read a third time and transmitted to
the Council.

BILL—ROAD DISTRICTS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR G721 “F..ELDS
AND AGRICULTURAL WATER BS8UP-
PLIES (Hon. J. Conningham—Kalgoorlie)
[443] in moving the second reading said:
This or a similar Bill has been before the
House on at least two oceasions during the



